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The Panamanian government's structural adjustment program has thus far resulted in the dismissal
of at least 12,000 of 125,000 public employees. The program also calls for tariff reduction, tax
hikes, changes in the nation's labor code and social security benefits, and privatization of 12 staterun enterprises, including the telephone and electricity companies. The program has provoked
strong opposition among labor unions and professional organizations. Sept. 12: According to
government sources, a one-day work stoppage by truck drivers led to the temporary closure of
the Cristobal port, located in the Colon duty-free zone. The shut-down, said the officials, caused
an estimated $20 million in lost revenue. Sept. 14: Vice President Ricardo Arias told reporters that
the government plans to implement a minimum wage freeze and higher taxes. Next, Arias said
2,500 public employees will be dismissed before the end of 1991, 10,000 in 1992, and another 10,000
in 1993. Sept. 15: About 30,000 public school teachers commenced a 72-hour strike. The teachers'
principal demands were changes in government economic policy, and payment of 15 months in
back wages. In the Colon Free Zone, 1,000 dock workers threatened to join the teachers' strike unless
the government responded to demands for renovation of port facilities. The recently established
United Workers Front (FUT) announced plans for demonstrations in Panama City on Sept. 16- 17
to protest government economic policies. FUT claims 27 private and public sector union affiliates.
Sept. 17: An estimated 30,000 workers in Bocas del Toro participated in a 24-hour work stoppage to
pressure the government into appropriating funds for reconstruction. The region was devastated by
the earthquake in April, and flooding in August. The natural disasters killed 30 people, left 40,000
homeless, and caused an estimated $50 million in material damage. The protesters also demanded
an explanation from the government as to the whereabouts of $10 million in development assistance
for the region approved last March. (Basic data from AFP, 09/12/91, 09/14-16/91; ACAN-EFE,
09/13/91; Notimex, 09/17/91)
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